Where: Nether Wallop, Hampshire
Date: 15 April 2025

Weather: sunny with some cloud
(fishy weather!)

Topography (what the groundis
like): anin-line fishing lake (where

the Wallop brook runs into the top of
the lake and then out at the bottom)

Who: six 13 year olds who had all
done some sort of fishing before
but not necessarily fly-fishing
What: a one-day trout fly-fishing
course for 12-15 year olds to learn

uue pUt our 'Ods to ethel 'ts ""poI ta"t to "Iake
g
sure you |Ia\le the pleces in Hle I lght o] del - a“d
Il ug y S O h
tllell H"eaded the he t|||0 Iltllee (3 nt elod

e

Steve got usall casting with wool
on the end of our lines. The aimis to
be as accurate as possible and land
the wool inside the hoop
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about casting, tying flies, river life

and catching fish

Catch: five rainbow trout

Host: Simon Cooper who lives at
Nether Wallop Mill and organises
fishing courses for kids and families
at the lake (as well as all sorts of
other fishing at ﬁshingbreaks.co.uk)
He also writes books - I'd definitely
recommend his book The Otters’
Tale, especially if youre intereste
in learning about life on the river.
{'ve loved reading it. Steve was our
instructor for the day

L afly,

Every week the lake is stocked with
25 rainbow trout. They weigh about
2lb each and are about two years old
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Everyone
spread out
around the lake.
llooked for a
place where

| thought the
fish might be
lurking. At first
the boys chose
the other side
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Strike! Thisis when you lift UF;(":“; _ !t was a great _day full of

rod tip to make sure y?u hoo = - interesting things to learn -

ish, otherwise you might lose ! . ; and best of all we caught fish

el e N 4 that we could then eat for

, BR supper. It was my first big trout.

I've only ever caught small wild
brownies on a Scottish loch
before. | cooked mine as Steve
recommended - with lemon and
garlic butter. It was delicious.

Simon talked to us at lunchtime
about the chalkstream and all
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yself. It’s like a giant game of gave us copies of his books and
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g of war but I landed it safely I've loved reading The Otters’
Tale. There is so much to learn
about life on the river

Ben catches the next
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The one that got away: Tom
hooked a fish but it managed

trout as well.
Xan caught two to make a break for freedom

He’s akeen fly-fisher and did an The top team: Jonty,
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Seb, Xan, me, Tom and Ben.
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